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Sea silk is distinguished from all insect silks by the presence of natural
ends (Fig. 112, e), which are rounded, and sometimes, in addition, some-
what expanded to form a small head. The fibers are both narrow (18-
25/z) and broad (usually 40-60;*; according to v. HOHNEL, up to ioo/().
They are flat or elliptical in cross-section and often twisted, the narrow
sides appearing darker than the broad sides. Exceedingly delicate longi-
tudinal striations are present. The fracture is more or less even, or in
steps, but is never fibrous. The thickness is often evident from the frac-
tured surface, Particularly striking are the very narrow fibers which branch

FIG. 112.   Sea Silk.    (T. F. HANAUSEK.)
e end piece; m broad twisted fibers; mr broad fiber with narrow branch; r torn end.
off from broad fibers (mf).   A deposit of variable thickness, consisting of
small brown granules, may often be observed.
SINEW FIBERS
Attention has been called in recent years to a fiber material of animal
origin, which appears to be spun with other textiles, notably wool and
hemp. It consists of fibers from animal sinews.
The material in the possession of the author consists of an almost woolly
1 T. F. HANAUSEK: Mittheil. k. k. Tech. Gewerbe-Museums in Wien, 1905. The
utilization of sinew fibers, as v. HOHNEL states (loc. cit., 200), dates from earliest times.
'The ancient Israelites in their religious rites used, under the name of "gidden ", yarn twisted
from sinews.